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THE SEPTEMBER EDITION OF ‘YOUR HADLEIGH’,
FEATURED AN INTERVIEW WITH

LYNNE EWINS, CHAIRPERSON
OF THE ORPHEUS SINGERS

As an active member of several local choirs,
Lynne Ewins felt there was a real need for a
ladies only choir in the area. She approached
David Clark with her idea, who is the
Musical Director for the Leigh Orpheus
male Voice Choir. Her partner Colin is also
chairman of LOMVC. Although initially
sceptical about the idea, David eventually
agreed that if Lynne could get together 40
ladies who wanted to sing, he would give her
the choir she wanted.

So, Lynne and her friend Pauline Sear, who is
now Vice Chair, set about trying to find 40
enthusiastic ladies. Nobody could have
predicted the level of interest throughout
the area and just 14 weeks after launching,
the choir now has 120 members, and
growing.

“We are still looking for new members of
any age,” says Lynne.

“There is a lovely atmosphere at our
rehearsals and although we are looking to be
professional, we want to have fun whilst
doing it

| experienced the atmosphere myself as |
was invited along to see the Choir rehearse
at the Methodist Church in Hadleigh.
Although such a new group, everyone was
relaxed and full of energy. David Clark is an
enthusiastic Musical Director who has a
knack of nurturing the ladies to bring out
the best in them. It was nice to see a good
mix of age groups from the youngest of 17
to the eldest, a spritely septagarian. The
majority of the ladies are however in their
40’s and 50’s and there is a very youthful and
lively feel to the group.

LYNNE EWINS, CHAIRPERSON

“You don’t have to be able to read music to
join us although obviously it does help,”’
explains Lynne.

“Professional direction and support is given
and we hold workshops for members which
include voice training and help with any
problems.”

A stylish uniform has been designed by a
local tailor and a beautiful pendant designed
by a local jeweller ready for the first concert
which is booked for the 8™ November.

The first concert is booked for the 8th
November. There will be a matinee and
evening performance at Highlands Methodist
Church, Sutherland Boulevard, Leigh-on-Sea.
Tickets are really selling out so fast, so to
have your chance to be one of the first to
hear The Orpheus Singers, call David
Blackmore on 01268 771213 to book
tickets. You can contact Lynne on 01268
741373 for any more information about
becoming a member. You will be able to
attend three rehearsals before deciding if it
is for you. Rehearsals are held throughout
the year on Tuesday evenings at Hadleigh
Methodist Church from 7.30 — 9.30pm.



